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It is nearly impossible to pass our school on Sefton Avenue without noticing the breathtaking mural 

located on the front stage. Special thanks to our visual arts teacher, Hannah Cohen, for her leadership, 

partnership, and collaboration with this project. This is a true visual representation of the beauty that lives 

within our community. As we embark on this new year, our aim is to restore the “magic” of City Neighbors.  

 

This excerpt taken from the article “But All Your Walls Are Blank” perfectly describes the opportunity we 

have to do so, in the upcoming year:    “At a meet the teacher night during the first week of school, Anna 

stands in her classroom, anxiously waiting for the first family members to arrive. A parent peeks in the 

room, looks around, and asks if she is in the right place. Anna introduces herself, and the parent says, with 

surprise and concern, “But all your walls are blank! Are you ready?” Anna laughs and explains, “It’s not a 

classroom until the students are in it! Come back in a few weeks and see how much it has changed!”  As 

the weeks progress, those walls (and the ceiling too) become covered with drawings, writings, 

photographs, and other displays as students not only learn in but also shape their classroom environment. 

Their voices, interests, questions, new knowledge, and details about their identities are added and rotate 

as the weeks and months go on.” 

 

In the same manner that the walls in our school are currently blank, so is (in a way) our school’s slate. 

With changes in leadership, new teachers, staff, students and families and with everything we have 

learned in the last 2 plus years of a pandemic, we are presented with opportunities to make new marks 

on our community. Marks that we know will only amplify the beauty that already exists at CNH.  

 

We are excited to partner with you in the work on this masterpiece!      

 

-Jabari & LaShawn 

                                  



A Note from the Principal 
 

Hello, CNH Families and Friends, 

  

With great excitement, I share this letter of introduction to you 

as the new Principal of City Neighbors Hamilton. Throughout 

my 15-year career within the world of public education, having 

served in both instructor and administrative roles, I am thrilled 

to have the opportunity to lead a school with such a rich 

tradition of progressive education! I have had the honor of 

working with students ranging in age from 1st grade through 

post-college. I served as an Assistant Principal at City 

Neighbors High School for five years. While I loved my 

experience as a high school administrator, my true passion has 

always been focused on creating strong learning foundations 

for students in the elementary and middle grades.  

 

I am very eager to meet you all and am looking forward to building strong relationships as I work to partner 

with students, parents/guardians, and the community at large.  As partners, we will work together to 

ensure student success by focusing on character education initiatives, arts-integration, and after-school 

extra-curricular programming. One of my biggest areas of focus will be on the intentional use of student 

data to drive instruction and to provide consistent implementation of our curriculum in a rigorous manner 

so that we can continue to increase all of the students' achievements. 
 

Again, I look forward to working with and alongside you all. Be kind. Be safe. Be well. 
 

-Jabari Bush  

jbush@cityneighborshamilton.org 
 

Important Dates: Mark Your Calendars! 

Monday, August 22      6pm- 7pm Kindergarten Orientation  

Monday, August 22     7pm- 8pm New Family Orientation -Art Room  

Wednesday, August 24  6pm-7pm   Middle School Orientation  

Friday, August 26     3pm -5pm Meet the Teacher  

Friday, August 26   3pm-6pm Back to School BBQ  

Monday, August 29  First Day of School  

PLEASE NOTE: The full School Calendar will be shared in the Summer Mailing. 

mailto:jbush@cityneighborshamilton.org


NEW 2022-2023 Bell Schedule: 
 

Please see below for adjusted times for drop-off and pick-up so that you are able to plan accordingly.    

● 7:45 am -- Doors Open 

● 8:00 am -- Homeroom begins.  Anyone arriving after 8:00 will be marked late. 

● 3:00 pm -- School Day ends 

● 3:00-3:15 pm -- Pick-Up.  Students picked up after 3:15 will need to be enrolled in aftercare 

with Fitness Fun & Games 

 

Meet Our New Education Associate 
 

Mrs. LaShawn Bowser—until very recently you’ve known as Ms. LaShawn 

Gardner—is the Education Associate at CNH.   Ms. LaShawn holds her Bachelor 

Degree in Liberal Arts from Morgan State University and is currently completing 

her Masters in Education from MSU. She started her journey into education after 

working as a residential counselor at a Diagnostic Center for youth. She is 

entering her 12th year in schools, and her seventh at City Neighbors Hamilton. 

At CNH, she served as a Teaching Fellow, taught Music, and most recently taught 

1st grade. In addition to her work at City Neighbors Hamilton, Ms. LaShawn has 

co-led our City Neighbors Teaching Fellows Program and our DIY PD at City 

Neighbors Program, and has served as a City Neighbors consultant to other 

schools on best child-centered, pedagogical practices. 

lgardner@cityneighborshamilton.org 

 

 

Summer Mailing 
 

If you’re ready this newsletter, you’ve received the Summer Mailing, send electronically to all families.  

Besides this newsletter, you’ll see student supply lists, the 2022-23 CNH calendar, aftercare information, 

and a myriad of forms, required to be submitted for every student no later than Monday, August 22.  It is 

important that we receive these before school begins so there is enough time to sort, collate, and provide 

these to all teachers so they are prepared for the first day of school.  If you have any questions about the 

summer forms, reach out to Office Administrator, Stephanie King at sking@cityneighborshamilton.org.  

Thank you! 
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Meet Our New CNH Teachers! 
 

 Hi, City Neighbors,  

 

 I am Megan Mundie. I have been an Early Childhood teacher in Baltimore for 

12 years. I began as a Pre-K teacher and moved into 1st grade. I am very 

excited to begin teaching 1st grade at City Neighbors Hamilton next year. In 

my free time I like to do aerial arts and spend time outside.  

 

I hope you all have a wonderful end to the school year and I will see you soon!  

 
 

Hello!  My name is Mrs. Buck, I am 28 years old, and I have lived in Maryland 

my whole life. I recently moved to Baltimore City when I got married. I live 

in the Waltherson neighborhood with my husband, Wesley, and our many 

pets. I have a dog named Fudge, 3 birds named King Tut, Ramses, and 

Pickles, a rabbit named Pancake, and 20,000-80,000 honeybees. Teaching 

has always been my passion, I was inspired by my mother to become a 

teacher, and I come from a family of teachers. I believe giving students voice 

and choice over their learning allows them to be proud of what they have 

accomplished, and be directly involved in their own education. I'm a Towson 

University Graduate, I have my Bachelors in Early Childhood Education, and 

Masters in Special Education. I previously taught 3rd grade for 6 years, and 

4th grade for 1 year with Anne Arundel County, and I am excited to be 

teaching 4th grade math and science at City Neighbors this year! 

          
Welcome, New Teaching Fellows 

 

We’ll also be welcoming new Teaching Fellows in 2022-23:  Tanisha Brooks, 2nd grade, Autumn Beal, 3rd 

grade, and Kenneth Morris, Middle School.   

 

The City Neighbors Foundation Teaching Fellows Program is designed for those aspiring to teach in a 

student-centered, progressive teaching environment. In this two-year fellowship, aspiring educators will 

work in our City Neighbors classrooms, receive targeted mentoring and professional development, and 

have structured opportunities to develop and refine teaching practice in alignment with a progressive, 

City Neighbors approach to teaching and learning. 

 



2022-2023 Staff List 

Kindergarten Teacher Lisa Bryant  

Kindergarten Fellow  Veronique Duviver  

1st Grade Teacher Megan Mundie  

1st Grade Fellow  Isaiah Jones  

2nd Grade Teacher Sakinah Miller  

2nd Grade Fellow  Tanisha Brooks  

3rd Grade Teacher Georgie Creamer  

3rd Grade Fellow  Autumn Beal  

 4th/5th ELA and Social Studies Teacher Elizabeth Mencer  

4th/5th Math and Science Teacher Katie Buck  

4th/5th Fellow  Alesheya Fredricks  

Middle School ELA Teacher Jerred Anderson  

Middle School Social Studies Teacher Idris Olabode  “Mr. O” 

Middle School Science Teacher Cheryl Foley  

Middle School Math Teacher Elisabeth Budd-Brown  

Middle School Fellow  Kenneth Morris  

Visual Arts Teacher Hannah Cohen 

Dance Teacher Breai Mason-Campbell  

Physical Education/ Health Teacher Brad Bush  

Special Educator (Skills Coach) Kim Farley  

Special Educator  (Skills Coach)  Jasper Gaerlan 

Special Educator (Skills Coach) Keshawna Ringgold  

IEP Chair  Amanda Shipley  

Utility Associate/Classroom Support Doris Brown  

Literacy Interventionist  Deniece McClure  



Literacy/Math Interventionist  Clara Walter  

Interventionist  Bridget Murphy  

School Social Worker (Culture of Care)  Lauren Clements  

Receptionist/Office Assistant Deneen “Ms. Dee” Colson 

Building Manager Gary Bryant 

Café Manager Keara Edgar 

Office Administrator/Enrollment Coordinator Stephanie King 

Educational Associate  LaShawn Bowser  

Principal  Jabari Bush  

 

CNH Family Involvement 
 

● Our school is structured as a parent/teacher cooperative. Family participation is central to the 

success of the CNH program.  

● Parents participate in the following ways: 

○ Every family contributes at least 40 hours per year. 

○ Every family joins at least one school committee. 

● At the beginning of the year, every family chooses at least one school committee. There are 

numerous committees to join. Families will track their volunteer hours by logging them on their 

parent participation sheets located in the school lobby or by entering them here. This 

information is kept in a master database maintained by the Director of Accountability. Three 

times per year, a report is generated and families will receive an update on their hourly 

commitment to City Neighbors Hamilton. (See Family Participation Guide for more.) 
 

Jupiter 

Jupiter Ed is going to serve as the location for all grades, report cards, behavioral communications, 

and attendance this year for families.  Returning families will use the same login that they used during 

the last school year. New families will receive their initial login information soon!  
 

              New Math Curriculum 
 Our previous Think Math curriculum has been discontinued. Teachers spent months 

vetting potential Math curriculum that aligned well with our school model and that 

meets the academic needs of our students. We have landed on Hand2Mind for hands 

on, guided math instruction. Feel free to explore their website here. 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckDqipbD2BH1PJOO2nooxTPFqv_QtMliV-4mzsavh1cMAjMw/viewform
https://login.jupitered.com/login/index.php
https://www.hand2mind.com/supplemental-curriculum/math/guidedmath


CNH Library Re-Opening! 
 

Great news! Our library is re-opening. As some of you 

may know, in 2018 our school’s library was re-named 

the Obi Okobi Memorial Library in honor of Ms. Okobi, 

who served as principal at CNH for almost 5 years. The 

library is re-opening its doors to students in the 

upcoming school year. Please consider volunteering. 

More information about library hours and services are 

forthcoming.  

 

Aftercare Provided by Fitness, Fun & Games 
 

This year, Fitness, Fun, & 

Games will continue to provide 

aftercare for our students!  

Find more information here.  If 

you wish to sign up for 

aftercare, be sure to enroll 

here: FFG Application Form .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://cityneighborshamilton.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/FFG-before-and-aftercare-program-details.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1HUCFF1hPM4iNsX7vMvoVpibePbXYE2Zu8iIvef-vlFU/viewform?edit_requested=true


 

If you don’t already, be sure to follow our Facebook page here. 

https://www.facebook.com/CityNeighborsHamilton

